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Domestic-Global Tensions 
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SDGs and Systemic Sustainability 
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Achieving Policy Coherence 
Five Key Processes 

 

 

• Political Visioning 

• Social Engagement 

• Policy Innovation 

• Delivering Outcomes 

 

• Cooperation-Coordination-Coherence  



International Institutional Architecture 

• POLITICAL VISIONING  

– G20 Leaders Summits   (unique forum) 

– BRICS Summits 

– G7 Summits  

– Others:   Regional Summits  

 

• Conclusion:  Absence of Sufficient Number of 
Global Political Leadership Platforms 

 

 

 
 



International Institutional Architecture 

• SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT 
• G20 Engagement Groups 

• UNSDSN Leadership Councils 

• Others ? 

 

• Conclusion: Inclusive Global Governance, 
involving societal engagement groups linked 
to official platforms, is the weakest link in the 
system.  

 



International Institutional Architecture 

• POLICY INNOVATION 
– G20 Working Groups  
– G20 Ministerials 
– G20 Engagement Groups 
– OECD Committees 
– OECD Ministerials 
– FSB 
– Research within / by International Institutions 

 

• Conclusion:  Intellectual resources and platforms exist.                   
Challenges are political will and convergence. 
 



International Institutional Architecture 

• DELIVERING OUTCOMES 
 
– Programs of International Institutions  
– G20 Ministerials 
– OECD Committees  
– UNSDSN National Leadership Councils  

 
• Conclusion: Strengthening national governance 

delivery systems is a strong suit in the global 
system of international institutions.   
 



International Institutional Architecture 

• COOPERATION-COORDINATION-COHERENCE 

– G20 Leaders Summits 

– G20 Working Groups 

– G20 Ministers of Finance  

– OECD DAC  

– OECD Ministerials 

– UN High Level Forum 

– UN Chief Executives Board  



International Institutional Architecture 
 

 Overall Conclusion: 

 The primary spaces for Visioning, Engagement, 
Innovation, Delivery and Coherence are within  
Nation-States.   Global capacities for these 
functions are dispersed, by comparison. 

• Nonetheless, there are existing sites within the 
global system of international institutions in 
which each of these five key processes function.  



Geopolitical Tensions and the Global 
Order  

• Populist nationalism reactions to globalization 
have led to new nationalist assertiveness in 
geopolitics, especially by the United States, 
Russia, Turkey and China.   

• This introduces competitive forces and 
divergence into global order which has been 
based on cooperation and convergence. 

• Rather than lumping these four geopolitically 
important countries together, it is better to 
manage relations with each separately.  



Geopolitical Tensions and the Global 
Order 

• Fortunately, all four countries are in the G20. 

• The G20 is fulfilling its mission as the 
embodiment of cultural diversity (in contrast 
to the the G7) and now has a crucial role in 
containing these divergent geopolitical 
interests. 

• The precedent setting agreement by the G20 
minus the US on climate change is a good sign.  



Global Threats, Coordination Points 
and Policy Instruments 

• The three principal Global Threats are: 
Polarization, Urbanization and Climate Change 

• The sites for exercising agency on these are: 

– Polarization    Nation-States 

– Urbanization    Cities 

– Climate Change   UNFCCC 

• Investment in Infrastructure is the primary 
instrument for addressing all three threats. 



Challenges for Generating Better Social 
Outcomes are Significant 

• The domains, sectors and instruments involved in 
generating better social outcomes to address 
polarization are diverse, multilayered, complex 
and less developed.  (Empty 2 X 2 box syndrome.) 

• Political visioning, social engagement, policy 
innovation and delivery need to be developed 
internally within countries, from inside upward 
and outward toward the international 
community, not be (or appear to be) adopted 
from outside inward.   



Reframing Globalization 

• The global governance dimension of achieving better 
social outcomes (BSO) can respond to the intrinsically 
domestic nature of these processes for achieving 
POLICY COHERENCE for BSO by providing platforms for:  

• (i) comparing experiences;  
• (ii) deepening policy development and innovation;  
• (iii) generating a variety of alternative pathways toward 

similar results;  
• (iv) engaging in peer review for social learning; and  
• (v) projecting global leadership toward better futures 

for the many who feel deprived by the few.  



The SDGs and Better Social Outcomes 

• The SDGs embody a new set of values for 
achieving greater FAIRNESS which are highly 
relevant for domestic efforts toward BSO. 

•    

• ACCESS:       SDGs #1 to 10. 

• SECURITY:       SDGs #8 and #16. 

• SOCIAL MOBILITY:    SDGs #4, #5, and #10. 

• SUSTAINABILITY:   SDGs #11 to 15   



Iterative, Interactive Dynamics of 
Domestic and Global Processes 

• The SDGs committed to by all UN member 
nations constitute a common reference 
framework for domestically generated strategies 
for achieving BSO including climate.   

• The UN, G20, OECD and other global processes 
for supporting, managing and monitoring 
progress in achieving the SDGs should and will go 
forward.   

• But, domestic processes need to intensify and 
drive the global politics to achieve Sustainability.  



Five Domestic Political Processes 
Intersect with Global Frameworks 

• Global Leaders Platforms need to stimulate 
national processes of Visioning, Engagement, 
Innovation, Delivery and Policy Coherence.   At 
the same time… 

 

• That Global Institutions need to absorb, interpret, 
and inter-relate domestic initiatives in terms of 
their contribution to global frameworks and the 
relevance of global goals and processes for 
national efforts.  

 

 



Political Leaders Need to Lead on the 
Social Agenda for the Market Economy 

• Whereas the G20 Summits have produced a G20 
Action Plan for Agenda 2030, the G20 leaders 
themselves have not visibly articulated the 
urgency of the social agenda for people, 
domestically and globally. 

 

• The imperative to generate social outcomes that 
are politically sustainable has not been prioritized 
by leaders from global platforms nor heard by 
national publics.  This is a political failure. 



Social Engagement Groups need to 
Engage Society not Just Leaders 

• The G20 engagement groups have been quite 
effective in generating pressure on G20 
leaders to adopt the SDGs.   

• The G20 engagement groups themselves need 
to lead social engagement processes in their 
own societies, not leave it to leaders. 

• Without social engagement, there is no 
political support for better social outcomes.   



Domestic Policy Innovations for Better 
Social Outcomes 

• The global network of private and public 
institutions developing domestic policy 
innovations exists, is strong and is inter-
connected.  

• The challenge for economists and economic 
policy makers is to be open to innovative 
approaches which integrate social and 
environmental dynamics into economic policy. 

• Macroeconomics by itself is an insufficient tool 
box for the current confluence of political forces.  



Domestic Delivery Systems for Better 
Social Outcomes 

• The existing array of international institutions 
provides strong support domestic delivery 
systems by national governments. 

• What is less stellar is how to engage business 
and the private sector in generating better 
social outcomes.  

• No interest group has a bigger stake in making 
the market work for people than business.      



Domestic Policy Coherence and the 
International Institutional Architecture  

• There are indeed multiple focal points for Policy 
Coherence in the global system of international 
institutions.  And there is a global strategic vision 
for achieving SUSTAINABILITY. 

• But, the lack of VISION, and specifically the lack of 
Political Leadership to put better social outcomes 
at the center of the economic policy agenda, is 
what creates an absence of Policy Coherence 
domestically and weakens it globally. 



CONCLUSION: Mainstream BSO 

  If mainstreaming better social outcomes were 
more widespread among nations, the global 
system would work better because there 
would be congruence between Agenda 2030 
as a global vision and national strategies for 
achieving Systemic Sustainability. 

 

.     

   

 



CONCLUSION: Political Vision Crucial  

 The challenge for Policy Coherence globally is 
that the Vision necessary to address social 
polarization is lacking domestically in most 
countries which undermines the legitimacy of 
markets and governance within them and 
weakens the global system at the same time. 

 

  



CONCLUSION: Fill the Empty Box 

 

• To strengthen the global system, the political 
discourse on the market economy needs to be 
imbued with social responsibility. 

•    

• The empty box in the 2 X 2 diagram needs to 
be filled with a new politics, new policies, and 
new processes. 



  

 

 


